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The halls of New East were busy and the classrooms 
full this year as the department welcomed 45 MCRP 
students into the class of 2014. As smart-phones and 
software continue to alter the planning landscape, students 
and professors in the department are quickly learning 
how to use these technologies to develop smart plans that 
further equity, sustainability, and effi ciency. Symposiums 
and guest speakers at UNC underscored past planning 
mistakes and offered ideas and tools for how the profession 
can best regain relevancy. Given the number of students 
being featured in the news and receiving awards over the 
past year, it appears that DCRP’ers are paying attention! 
Symposiums
Spring was a busy time for the department that 
brought high-caliber speakers to Chapel Hill. The fi rst was 
a fi lm screening and discussion of “The Pruitt-Igoe Myth.” 
This event, with support from the Student American 
Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) of the College 
of Design at N.C. State University, brought together a 
superb panel to discuss past, present, and future issues of 
affordable housing, equity, and design in the American 
city. Spearheaded by second-year DCRP student (and St. 
Louis native) Michael Goralnik, attendees watched the 
award-winning fi lm about the infamous housing complex 
and the impact it had on its tenants and the city. After 
the fi lm, Dr. Thomas Campanella, DCRP professor of 
Planning and Design, was joined by Dr. Joseph Heathcott, 
professor of Urban Studies at the New School for Liberal 
Arts and an advisor on the fi lm, Dr. Kofi   Boone, professor 
of landscape architecture at N.C. State University, and 
Gregg Warren, a planning practitioner from Raleigh-based 
affordable housing developer DHIC. The panel considered 
the legacy of Priutt-Igoe in the design and development 
of affordable housing, and the lessons learned for those 
entering the planning and architecture professions. 
Later in the spring, the department hosted a 
presentation by renowned urbanist Joe Minicozzi on the 
“Smart Math of Mixed-Use Development.” Minicozzi, the 
principal of Urban3 based in Asheville, discussed the true 
costs and benefi ts of design and urban development, and 
postulated that the best way to maximize tax dollars and 
foster walkable, effi cient, and equitable communities is to 
create higher density, mixed-use buildings. Held at UNC’s 
Kenan-Flagler Business School, the event brought together 
students from a range of disciplines as well as members of 
the greater Triangle region.  Scheduled as a welcome event 
for prospective DCRP students of the class of 2015, the 
event also offered those considering UNC to see the type of 
innovative conversations occurring in Chapel Hill.  
The academic year concluded with the 2013 Robert 
and Helen Siler Lecture featuring Vishaan Chakrabarti, 
one of America’s leading urbanists. Mr. Chakrabarti, a 
principal architect and former director of City Planning 
in Manhattan, has clearly had an infl uence on the built 
environment in America’s largest city. During the talk, he 
shared insights on planning and discussed the subject of 
his new book, “A Country of Cities,” where he argues that 
America’s environmental, economic, and social problems 
can be alleviated by developing well-designed, dense 
cities. Along with Mr. Minicozzi’s talk, students at DCRP 
should now be equipped to articulate the ways cities should 
be designed with the quantitative “math” to back it up.
 
Community Impact 
DCRP faculty and students made local and national 
news, speaking out on some of the major issues confronting 
Chapel Hill, the Triangle, and the Nation. One prominent 
example was President Obama citing the research of 
Professor Bill Lester in his State of the Union address to 
call on lawmakers to increase the minimum wage. Adjunct 
professor and president of Preservation North Carolina, 
Myrick Howard, spoke in the News and Observer about 
the need to preserve the buildings on the Dorothea Dix 
Campus that had been leased to the City of Raleigh to 
create a destination park. Second-year Masters student 
Carly Sieff wrote an op-ed for The Chapel Hill News on 
the need for pedestrian-friendly cities. Finally, second-
year student Geoffrey Green was featured in an article 
on WUNC concerning the prospective light rail system 
connecting Chapel Hill and Durham, in which he discussed 
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the need to set aside funding for affordable housing near 
train stations to ensure lower-income residents have access 
to transportation.
 
Competitions and Awards
The largest number of DCRP students yet participated 
in the spring ULI/Gerald D. Hines Student Urban Design 
Competition. Furthering the partnership with N.C. State 
University that developed over the last four years, ten 
students worked to develop a comprehensive development 
program for Minneapolis’ Downtown East neighborhood 
near the new Minnesota Vikings stadium. Eric Thomas, 
a dual-degree student at UNC and the MLA program at 
NCSU, won Honorable Mention as part of one of the top 
17 teams out of 149. The program allows DCRP students 
to formulate concepts for the design’s redevelopment 
strategy and conduct the fi nancial feasibility analysis for 
the proposed development, as well as learn how to interact 
with architects in compiling a plan.
Additionally, four current or recent graduate students 
received 2013 Impact Awards, given to those whose 
research has a special impact on the state of North Carolina. 
The awards were given to: Ward Lyles, for his work 
examining how planners can contribute to more proactive 
strategies for protecting citizens from storm hazards; 
Kevin Park, for streamlining access to North Carolina 
Housing and Mortgage Lending data; Anisha Steephen 
for her research on building integrated communities; and 
Alyssa Wittenborn for her work on agricultural nutrient 
management in the Neuse River Basin. 
Professor Mai Nguyen also won a 2013 University 
Teaching Award, recognizing her excellence in teaching.
Conferences
DCRP was well-represented at conferences this year, 
taking advantage of some great locations to learn and share 
their expertise concerning the most current issues facing 
planning. In the fall, 12 students travelled to Wilmington 
to attend the NC-APA Planning Conference.  Carolina 
Planning hosted a conference session on last year’s journal 
topic, Regaining Relevancy, featuring Ken Bowers from 
the City of Raleigh, NC APA President Ben Hitchings, 
and DCRP professor Emil Malizia.  In the spring, there 
was a solid contingent representing UNC at the annual 
Transportation Research Board conference in Washington, 
D.C., where PhD student Gwen Kash gave a lecture and 
multiple students presented posters. In April, 15 students 
travelled to the Windy City to attend and/or present at the 
National APA Conference.
Workshops
DCRP had some great workshops this year. In the Fall, 
Nicola Lowe taught an Economic Development workshop 
that focused on value-added research opportunities in 
Warren County, NC. Working with the county’s economic 
development director, the group of 11 students looked 
at how to further capitalize on the area’s strong timber 
industry by identifying viable value-added products such 
as furniture and wood waste. They also looked at other 
related economic opportunities such as the development of 
bamboo products and modular housing.
In the spring, Professor Noreen McDonald led a 
Transportation workshop that worked with the Town 
of Carrboro on exploring Housing and Transportation 
affordability.  The workshop had three main components: 
doing an analysis of the housing market to determine if 
there is in fact an affordability issue in Carrboro, addressing 
the 40% open space requirement to see if and how that 
affects housing affordability and transportation costs, and 
looking at parking issues in Carrboro. The class presented 
their fi ndings to the Board of Alderman and compiled a 
formal report.
Additionally, multiple classes offered students real-
world experience while allowing cities around North 
Carolina to utilize the talents being developed at UNC. 
Student projects ranged from research on the Dorothea Dix 
campus, working with towns on Main Street applications, 
job skills training, and development fi nancing strategies. 
Finally, it was great to have John Pucher with us 
for the spring semester, visiting from Rutgers University. 
One of the leading scholars on transportation, specifi cally 
focusing on bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure and what 
American cities can learn from their European counterparts, 
he taught a class on International Transportation Policies 
and assisted Daniel Rodriguez in teaching on Pedestrian 
and Bicycle Transportation. He also presented a lecture 
titled “Promoting Cycling and Walking for Sustainable 
and Healthy Cities: Lessons from Europe and North 
America” that attracted local transportation professionals 
and practitioners from fi rms and agencies across the state. 
The past year at Carolina has been another great one, 
and exemplifi es the way students are not just gaining the 
skills to become effective planners, but are also on the 
cutting edge of the profession’s continued evolution.
